Basismodul Seminar Politikwissenschaft V: Summer Term 2022
„The Conference on the Future of Europe:
Discuss the conference report with consideration of European perspectives”

Title: PROTEUS-Seminar „The Conference on the Future of Europe”
Lecturer: Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. S. Hobe; Prof. Dr. W. Wessels
Dates:
-

Introductory Session (Online): 14.04.2022, 14:00-16:00 CET
Lecture (Cologne): “The Conference in the Future of Europe – in European debate”,
05.05.2022, 14:30-17:00 CET
Several Lectures (tba)
Simulation Game (Brussels): scheduled for 31.05. - 03.06.2022 (tbc)

Consultation hours by arrangement
Examination Performance:
(Registration for exams via KLIPS)
1) Position Paper and Participation in the Simulation Game (40%)
2) Seminar Paper (60%)
Content
The interdisciplinary seminar consists of two modules, starting with an introductory session and
several lectures by highly renowned academics and practitioners on diverse topics concerning the
European Union and followed by a simulation exercise on “The Conference on the Future of Europe”
in Brussels.
Accommodation expenses in Brussels will be paid by PROTEUS, a project which is funded by the Kölner
Gymnasial- und Stiftungsfonds.
APPLICATION
Please note that interested students (M.A. Political Science programme) will need to apply for this
course by submitting a separate application (PDF) to Harun Suratlı (harun.suratli@uni-koeln.de)
comprising a short letter of motivation touching upon the topic of the seminar, a transcript of records
and a CV by March 7th, 2022.
Applicants will be informed about the result of the selection process in due time.
For important information on the organization and management of examinations (registration,
deadlines) please cf. to our department: http://www.politik.uni-koeln.de/en/courses-andstudies/examinations/

COURSE DESCRIPTION
On 9th May 2021, the European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission have committed
to listen to Europeans and to follow up, within their sphere of competences, on the recommendations
made. They have invited all Europeans to share their ideas about how Europe should evolve, what the
priorities should be and how to prepare for a post-Covid world. The EU institutions want to consult as
many people as possible, with a special focus on young people.
The Conference is more than a listening exercise. The contributions that people make on the online
platform feed into debates with MEPs, members of the national parliaments, government and EU
representatives, as well as other stakeholders. These debates will become the foundation for policy
proposals that will be turned into concrete EU action. Parliament, the Council and the Commission
have pledged to listen to people's proposals and follow up on the Conference’s outcome.
By spring 2022, the Conference is expected to reach conclusions and provide guidance on the future
of Europe. These conclusions will be analyzed and discussed by the participants of PROTEUS 2022.
The seminar is embedded into an interdisciplinary and international event bringing together advanced
students from Political Sciences and Law Departments. It combines the application of political and legal
knowledge with elements of a simulation exercise. Every participant has the possibility to practice reallife situations in English by performing a specific role in a simulation of negotiations within a European
Council Summit on the results of the “Conference on the Future of Europe”. For more information,
please visit: www.proteus.uni-koeln.de.
The seminar will start with an introductory session and will be followed by several lectures by highly
renowned academics and practitioners on diverse topics concerning the European Union and an
excursion to Brussels. The seminar will culminate in a simulation exercise (European Council Summit)
on negotiating the future of the European Union.
The objective of the simulation exercise is to bring first-hand understanding of both academic and
everyday practice of EU decision-making by offering students insights in "real life" political processes
and the possibility to "experience" the EU as a vivid political system as well as to meet politicians,
practitioners and stakeholders in the European capital Brussels. The participants will have the
possibility to bring in their own academic/professional contributions and to discuss them with the
group and the experts. They will get a better understanding of the working mechanisms and decisionmaking procedures of the European Council since every participant will take the place of a ‘real’
member of this EU institution.
Participating students will be provided with more information (literature, schedule etc.) during the first
meeting on 14th April 2022.
The seminar is jointly conducted with the Chair for European Law, Prof. Dr. Stephan Hobe.

